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1 Schools as Centres of
,Lifelong L earning for All

i)y Judith Chapman and David Aspin

In countries across the Asia Pacific region a multitude of factors is shaping the
character of our societies and economies. In this context, member economies of
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Forum are finding it timely to
review their provision of education, to evaluate and reassess the role of schools
in their societies, to reconsider relationships between schools, parents, business,
commerce, and constituencies in arts and other cultural fields, and to re-Concep-
tualise new roles and functions for educational institutions. Underpinning rec-
ommendations made in this paper for the development and direction of schools
Jor tomorrow is the notion of creating “schools as community learning centres
These revitalized institutions would offer a range of lifelong learning opportuni-
ties to all members of what are fast becoming learning socteties.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LIFELONG LEARNING FORALL

A number of Asia Pacific economies have concluded that a lifelong approach to
learning should be supported and developed as a key response to some of the major
challenges associated with the twenty-first century. Access to education and train-
ing for all citizens is seen as an investment in the future, a pre-condition for eco-
nomic development, social cohesion and a foundation for effective participation in
society and personal growth.
¥ The work of international agencies, such as the United Nations Educational,
¥ Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Organization of Economic
{ Cooperation and Development (OECD), the European Parliament, and the Nordic
Council of Ministers, has focused on a variety of themes pertinent to lifelong learn-
ing which have wide-ranging implications for Asia Pacific economies (see Chapman
and Aspin, in press). These include:

PRI

+ emerging awareness of the importance of the notions of the knowledge econo-
my and the learning society;

« accepting the need for a new philosophy of education and training, with institu-
k tions of all kinds - formal and informal, traditional and alternative, public and pri-
@ “te - having new roles and responsibilities for learning;

EMC suring that foundations for lifelong learning are in place for all citizens during
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